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Amendment to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

storing data indicative of membership at a first client; 

at a system host, transmitting a message to each of a 
plurality of clients including the first client, the message 
including a header and a payload, the headex^ including cither a 
group identifier or a client identifier, the payload including a 
group membership file including information indicative of client 
group memberships — i-n tw o— or— *>K:>3pe — Gj-ipe**^^ and g roup membership 
exp iration dates if the header is a group identifier, or- a 
client specific payload associated with the client identifier if 
the header is a client identifier; 

updating the data indicative of membership at the first: 
client if the message contains the group identifier and the 
group membership file includes data charac terizing client 
memberships associated with the first client, and the mess age is 
r eceived p rior to _ a co r re spond i ng g rou p mem be rs h i p expi ra t i on 
date ; and 

processing the message ac the first client if the message 
contains a client identifier associated with the first client. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim .1, , wherein 
the data indicative of membership comprises a first group 
identifier. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further 
comprising: 

creating a first group including two or more member 
clients, a member* client having a client identifier; 

assigning the first group identifier to the first group; 

and 

associating the client identifiers of the member clients 
with the first: group identifier in the group membership file. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3, wherein 
each member client satisfies a criterion. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the criterion 
comprises client profile information. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further 
comprising : 

transmitting a message including a payload and a second 
group identifier; 

receiving the message at the first client; and 
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extracting the pay load from the message in response to the 
first group identifier matching the second group identifier. 

7. (Currently Amended) An article comprising^ a machine- 
readable medium which stores machine -executable instructions, 
the instructions causing a machine to: 

stor*e data indicative of membership at a first client; 

transmit a message to each of a plurality of clients 
including the first client, the message including a header and a 
payload, the header including either a group identifier or a 
client identifier, the payload including a group membership 
file, the group membership file including information indicative 
of client . memberships- ^^•^we-^>^iOi ? 'e---g-±. ,t ew-p& and group membership 
expiratio n dates if the header is a group identifier, or a 
client specific payload associated with the client identifier if 
the header is a client identifier; 

update the data indicative of membership at the first 
client if the message contains the group identifier, and the 
group membership file includes client memberships associated 

with the first client, and the message is receiv ed prior to a 

correspon ding group membershi p exp i ration date ; a nd 

process the message at the first client if the message 
contains a client identifier and the client identifier is 
associated with Che first client, 
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8. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 7, wherein 
the data indicative of member ship comprises a first, group 
identifier . 

9. {Previously Presented) The article of claim 8, further 
comprising instructions causing the machine to: 

create a first group including two or more member clients, 

a member client having a client identifier; 

assign the first group identifier to the first group; and 
associate the client identifiers of the member clients with 

the first group identifier in the group membership file, 

10. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 9, wherein 
each member client satisfies a criterion. 

11. (Original) The article of claim 10, wherein the 
criterion comprises client profile information. 

12. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 8, further 
comprising instructions causing the machine to: 

transmit a message including a pay load and a second group 
identifier; 

receive the message at the first client; and 
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extract the payload from the message in x*csponsc to the 
first group identifier matching the second group identifier, 

13. (Currently Amended) An apparatus compz-ising: 

a memoz~y operative to store an appaxcitus identifier; 

a receiver operative to receive a message including a 
header and a pay.load r the header including eithex^ a group 
identifier or a client .identifier, the payload including a group 
membership file, the group membership file includin g data 
charac t erizing_ one a-nd-two or more associated member identifiers 
and group membersh ip expirati on dates if the header is a group 
identifier or a client specific payload associated with the 
client identifier if the header is a client identifier; 

a receiver controller operative to store the group 
identifier in the memory in response to message including a 
group identifier and the apparatus identifier matches one of the 
member i dent i f iers and the mess a g e is receiv ed prior to the 
membershi p expiratio n date ; and 

a processor to process the client specific payload if the 
message includes a client identifier and the apparatus 
identifier matches the client identifier. 
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14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the group 
membership file comprises two or more group identifiers, a group 
identifier associated with two or more member identifier's. 

15. (Original) The apparatus of cleiim 13, wherein the 
receiver controller is operative to identify each group 
identifier associated with a member identifier that matches the 
apparatus identifier, and to update the memory to include such 
identified group identifiers, 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 15, 
wherein the updating comprises removing a stored group 
identifier in response to the group identifier not being 
associated with the apparatus identifier in the group membership 
file. 

17. {Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 13, 
wherein the receiver controller is operative to discard the 

message in response to either of the gxx>up identifier or the 
client identifier not matching the apparatus identifier. 

IS. (Currently Amended) A system hoot comprising: 
a memory for storing a group membership file and at least 
one client specific payload, the group membership file including 

7 

PAGE 8/15 1 RCVD AT 5H7/2006 7:27:13 PM [Eastern Daylight Tune] 1 SVRiU^TO-ff XRF-1/2 1 DNIS:27$300 * CSID:1 858 678 5099 1 DURATION (mnw$):05-32 



05/17/2008 16:29 FAX 1 858 678 5099 FISH AND RICHARDSON (2)009/015 

Attorney's Docket No.: 10S59-3SV001/P1OO34 

da ta charac tei~izing two or more group identifiers a nd g r oup 
membership expiration dates , a group identifier associated with 
two or more member identifiers, the at least one client specific 
payload being directed to a predetermined client; 

a group generator operative to create a first groxap 
including two or more first group member identifiers that share 
a first criterion and associate a group identifier with the two 
or more first group membership identifiers in the group 
membership file; and 

a transmitter operative to transmit a message containing at 
least one of the group membership file and the at least one 
client specific pay load to each of a plurality of client 
devices, two or more of the client devices having client 
identifiers that match the first group member identifiers, and 
one of the plurality of client devices being the predetermined 
client, the message including a header having either a group 
identifier associated with the group membership file or a client 
identifier associated with the predetermined client. 

19* (Previously Presented) The system host of claim 18, 
further comprising: 

a transmission controller operative to transmit the gi-oiap 
membership file to the plurality of client devices at scheduled 
intervals . 
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20. (Previously Presented) The system host of claim 19, 
wherein the group generator is operative to update the group 
membership file and transmit the updated group membership file 
to each of the plurality of client devices. 

21. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a system host comprising: 

a memory for storing a group membership file and at 

* 

least one client specific payload, the group membership file 
including data characte r izi ng two or more group identifiers and. 
group membership c xpi r a t i on dot e. s , each g r ou p i den t i f i e r 
associated with two or more member identifiers, the client 
specific payload being directed to a predetermined client; 

a group generator operative to create a first group 
including two or more first group membership identifiers that 
share a first criterion and associate a first group identifier 
with the two or mox*e first group membership identifiers in the 
group membership file; and 

a transmitter operative to transmit a message 
containing either a group identifier and an associated group 
membership file, or a client identifier: and an associated at 
least one client specific payload; and 

a plurality of clients, each client comprising: 
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a memory operative to store an apparatus identifier; 

a receiver opex-ative to receive the message in a first 
transmission and determine whether the message contains a group 
membership file or a client specific payload,- and 

a receiver controller operative to store a group 
identifier in the memory in response to the apparatus identifier 
matching one of oaid member identifiers and the message being 
received prior to a corresp ondi ng group membership expi ration 
date ; and 

a processor to process a client specific payload if 
the message contains a client specific payload and the client is 
the predetermined client. 

22 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 , wherein 
the communication link comprises a transmission line. 

23. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21, wherein 
the communication link comprises a wireless communication link, 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21, wherein 
the client devices comprise set-top appliances adapted for 
connection to a television. 
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25. {Previously Presented) The system of claim 21, wherein 
the client: devices comprise hand-held wireless communication 
devices . 

26. (Previously presented) The method of claim l f wherein 
the group membership file includes a plurality of group 
membership identifiers associated with a plurality of client 
identifiers corresponding to a plurality of clients. 
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